DCI 4.0 Speakers
Ashraf Patel – Ashraf Patel is currently national program manager at the SA-Finland ICT Knowledge partnership program, Meraka Institute. He has extensive experience in ICT policy, regulation, development and social entrepreneurship in Southern Africa and Africa. He has a keen interest on the importance of affordable broadband and universal service in Africa and its importance for fostering innovation and local economic development.
Bobby Marie – Bobby Marie works as an educator and organisation strategist with trade unions and community organisations. He worked for the National Union of Metal Workers of South Africa (NUMSA) from its inception in 1985 and helped set up DITSELA, the labour education institute serving COSATU and FEDSUSA. Since 2000 he has worked on labour education programmes in West Africa (Nigeria, Ghana and Sierra Leone) and in Southern Africa. He is currently working on an international project to develop action orientated education and research at the level of the workplace. He is also coordinating a project aimed at developing community monitors in South Africa. He is based in Johannesburg South Africa.
Brenda Burrell -Brenda Burrell, is the co-founder and Technical Director of Kubatana, Zimbabwe’s civic and human rights information portal. She has a background in social justice activism and helped establish Zimbabwe’s national lesbian and gay organisation in 1989. Brenda has 10 years experience working in the pro-democracy movement in Zimbabwe focusing on information communication technologies. She is a keen cyclist and has banished any pretensions of respectability by being a consumer of pulp crime fiction.
Brett Davidson – Brett Davidson has an MA in journalism and media studies from Rhodes University. He works as an independent media consultant, assisting NGOs to develop communications and advocacy strategies, and with practical and effective ways of working with the media. Major projects and clients include the Open Society Institute’s Health Media Program, the Regional Hunger and Vulnerability Programme, and the Citizen Journalism in Africa project. He has worked as a radio journalist, presenter, producer and trainer. He also has management experience in the NGO sector.
Daudi Were – Blogger at Mentalacrobatics, founder of KenyaUnlimited.com and the Kenyan Blogs Webring. At DCI he will present about using mapping tools like Ushahidi. 
Dibussi Tande – Dibussi Tande was born in 1968 in Buea, Cameroon. He obtained a “Licence” in Public law (1989) and a “Maitrise” in Political Science (1990) from the University of Yaounde. He also holds Masters degrees in Political Science and Instructional Technology from Northeastern Illinois University and Northern Illinois University respectively. Before moving to the United States in 1993, he wrote for a host of leading Cameroonian newspapers. He was also an associate editor for Cameroon Today and Cameroon Life Magazine. He currently produces the leading Cameroonian blog, Scribbles from the Den, and writes for a variety of print and online journals. His poems have been published in several anthologies.
Eduardo Ávila – Eduardo (Eddie) Ávila is the Founder and Director of Voces Bolivianas (Bolivian Voices), an organisation that teaches the use of blogging and other participatory media tools to underrepresented groups in Bolivia. He is also the co-founder of the Emerging Leaders Program, which is a leadership development program for Latino and immigrant youth in Northern Virginia and Washington, DC. Currently, he is on staff at Global Voices Online as the Regional Editor for Latin America. Together with participants from the Voces Bolivianas project, they are launching a version of Global Voices Online in the indigenous language of Aymara. This project will translate the content in English from the GVO site making it available to those that read Aymara. He holds a Master’s degree in Public Administration and he currently resides in Cochabamba, Bolivia, where members of the community are busy planning for the city’s first BarCamp in October.
Ednah Karamagi -My name is Ednah Karamagi and I am the Executive Director of BROSDI and a consultant in the field of research, gender, participatoru monitoring and evaluation. My speciality is in use of ICT, emerging technologies ad applications inclusive, in the field of design, implementation, participatory monitoring and evaluation of community development programs/projects. My interests include learning, which I believe is a continous process of life. I also love writing and especially about real life happenings. During the course of my work with the community, I have been exposed to agriculture, conflict, education, reproductive health rights, environment, micro-finance, agriculture and HIV/AIDS projects. Also included are OVC (Orphans and Vulnerable Children), Information Techonology, gender and health and sanitation projects.
Elia Varela Serra – Elia is the co-founder of the new blogging platform with a focus on Sub-Saharan Africa called Maneno (it means ‘words’ in Swahili). Originally from Spain, she is currently based in the USA after spending two years in the Democratic Republic of Congo. A journalism graduate, she holds a MA in Human Rights and has worked as a teacher, a translator and writer. She’s also an avid blogger, and a frequent contributor to Global Voices Online.
Elvira van Noort – Elvira is part of the DCI team for the third time. She runs her own media company, lectures journalism, organises multimedia projects and listens to heavy metal. Elvira has a Masters degree in Journalism & Media Studies from Rhodes University. For more surf to her website
Jane Duncan – Professor Jane Duncan is Highway Africa Chair of Media and the Information Society at Rhodes University. Before that she worked as the Executive Director of the Freedom of Expression Institute, where she worked from its inception in 1994. She has also worked at the Anti-Censorship Action Group, the Afrika Cultural Centre in Newtown and the Funda Centre in Soweto. She has a PhD from the Wits School of the Arts.
Jayne Morgan – Jayne runs Podcart, a company set up to produce quality podcasts for brands. She was part of the team that conceptualised and set up the Mail and Guardian’s weekly podcast which she still produces. Podcart has also created podcasts for, amongst others, Woolworths, Old Mutual, Cape Town Routes Unlimited, Stellekaya Wines and Madison Property Developers. Jayne has extensive radio experience having worked for BBC Radio 4 (the UK’s national speech network), SAfm and Talk Radio 702 as a producer of John Robbie’s morning show and later as head of productions for the station. She also has an IMM marketing diploma and several years experience in PR, media relations and media training.
Kafusha Mfula -Mr. Kafusha Christopher Mfula is the Information Systems Officer for Copperbelt Health Education Project (CHEP), a non-government organization based on the Copperbelt province in Zambia. He has worked in the ICT field for past 5 years in providing technical support to community based organization working in the area of HIV and AIDS enhancing their skills and knowledge in the use of new media. Mr. Mfula has also been working with communities in advocating for the increased qualified teachers in community schools and championing free education. Mr. Mfula believes that new media’s and ICTs have bigger role in promoting free and quality basic education to children regardless of their background, race, faith and status in society.
Marlon Parker – Marlon is a Social Entrepreneur and an Information Technology Lecturer at Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT) since 2000. He obtained his Masters degree in Information Technology (Cum Laude) and is currently busy with his PhD. Marlon also co-authored in a published book called “The social and economical impacts of e-commerce“. He is one of the Top Young South Africans to take to lunch according to the Mail & Guardian. He is currently working on a project titled “Using ICT as a change agent to empower citizens in a Community in Tension (CiT) ” of which Advice Support Network using was birthed which serves more than 40,000 people across South Africa with social related issues using their mobile phones
Maureen Agena – With a background in Information Technology, Maureen Agena currently holds the portfolio of Information Officer of WOUGNET, whose mission is to promote and support the use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) by women and women organizations in Uganda. Maureen has been active in areas of training women entrepreneurs, rural communities and network members in the use and application of ICTs and the emerging new media. An active advocate for Citizen Journalism, Maureen is an active writer on the CJA Portal and moderates the Citizen Journalism dgroup, Uganda Chapter. Within WOUGNET she is actively involved in the discussions on the “ Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ rights on the rights of women in Africa.” Together with other Women Rights Organisations in Uganda.
Nthateng Mhlambiso – Nthateng Mhlambiso is the Managing Editor for Behind the Mask. Behind the Mask is a Media NGO that publishes a website covering news about lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people in Africa. Nthateng is also a blogger, a photographer and an active member of the Citizen Journalism in Africa project run by HIVOS and the South African NGO network.
Peter Benjamin - Dr Benjamin is the general manager of Cell-Life, a not-for-profit developing technical systems for the HIV/AIDS sector, particularly cellphones for mass communication. He has worked on social uses of Information and Communication Technology for 20 years. Originally from England, since 1994 he has lived in SA, working with the Universal Service Agency, the Department of Communications, the Open Knowledge Network Africa, and he founded the LINK Centre at Wits University. He has written numerous articles on universal access to ICTs and telecentres. He has BSc in Physics, Masters in IT and a PhD examining telecentres; and is a TAC member.
Peter Verweij – Peter is a senior lecturer at the School of Journalism at Utrecht in The Netherlands. His main teaching areas are new media studies and computer assisted research. At the School he manages the new media lab, for practice and experiments in online journalism. You can find him at Rhodes University at a regular basis. He gives guest lectures, workshops and runs Highway Africa-related training courses and projects.
Rebecca Wanjiku – Rebecca is a technology journalist and blogger with over ten years experience with local and international media. She is one of the founding members of Highway Africa News Agency and currently working with www.IDG.com as the East Africa Corespondent. Locally, she contributes to Capital FM ’s website technology segment and when not reporting about technology, Wanjiku whines, rants and raves in her technology blog. It may seem like Wanjiku is all about technology but thats not all.. she is one of the founding members of Maneno, a blogging platform that is promoting blogging in African languages, which are largely missing online. On the Maneno platform, Wanjiku blogs about non tech issues- affecting the society and hopes to blog in Gikuyu, her native language and have a corner for “Wirute Guthoma” which will allow Maneno visitors to learn one or two things about Kikuyu language.
Roberto Soriano – Bobby is currently working with Tactical Technology Collective doing further development of the NGO-In-A-Box and other toolkits. He was also involved in other training and source camp activities of Tactical Tech. Bobby has fifteen solid years of systems and network administration experience, developing NGO-tools and implementing projects. He has also spent more than five years as an information and communications technology trainer.
Stephan Hofstatter – Stephan Hofstatter is a contributing editor and columnist at Business Day. He has specialised in writing about land and community rights issues for five years, including for The Sunday Times, the Mail & Guardian, the Financial Mail and Farmer’s Weekly. He is co-author of photographer Jurgen Schadeberg’s book Voices From the Land, which investigated and exposed human rights violations on farms, and has won several awards and citations, mostly for development economics.

